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SUBJECT: US NAVAL USE OF SINGAPORE NAVAL FACILITIES 
REF: (A) STATE 265844; (B) LONDON 17361 

1. WE CONVEYED DEPARTMENT'S POSITION ORALLY TO BEVAN, 

HEAD OF FCO'S SOUTHWEST PACIFIC DEPARTMENT, AND HIS 
DEPUTY, DECOURCY -IRELAND, ON NOVEMBER 12. THEY REQUESTED 
WE GIVE THEM THE MESSAGE IN WRITING, SINCE THEY WANT TO 
CONVEY IT IN EXACT TERMS TO DECISION MAKING APPARATUS OF 
HMG. 

2. FCO OFFICERS EMPHASIZED THEIR BELIEF THAT WE SHOULD 
PROCEED AT ONCE WITH ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONVENTIONAL WAR- 
SHIPS SEPARATELY FROM NPW. SINCE NPW ACCESS IS A COMPLEX 
ISSUE WHICH IQ BOUND TO TAKE MUCH MORE TIME THAN CONVEN- 
TIONAL ACCESS, THEY STRESSED THAT THE ISSUE ON CONVENTION 
AL ACCESS MUST BE SETTLED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BECAUSE 
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THEY NOTED THAT SETTLEMENT OF CONVENTIONAL ACCESS ISSUE 
WOULD NOT PREIUDICE A SETTLEMENT OF THE NPW ACCESS, 

"SINCE ON BOTH ISSUES WE ARE IN THE HANDS OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF SINGAPORE ANYWAY." 

3. ON THE SEQUENCE OF STEPS PROCEDURE ENVISAGED BY USG, 
BEVAN AND DECOURC Y -IRELAND EMPHASIZED THAT IT IS IMPOR- 
TANT TO GET SMME FORM OF BROAD AGREEMENT ON MANAGEMENT 
AND CONTROL BETWEEN RN AND USN FIRST BEFORE TAKING THE 
MATTER UP WITH GOS. THEY ALSO STRESSED THAT BEFORE AP- 
PROACHING GOS, HMG MUST HAVE SOME DISCUSSION WITH US ON 
FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION. THEY NOTED THAT ARRANGEMENTS 
PREVIOUSLY WORKED OUT BY HMG SUITED HMG, AND THAT ANY 
NEW ARRANGEMENTS COULD NOT COST HMG MORE. 

4. WE ARE TRANSMITTING USG POSITION IN WRITING, EX- 
TRACTED FROM REFTEL A, AS REQUESTED BY FCO. LATTER CAN 
THEN BE EXPECTED TO REITERATE ITS PROCEDURAL COUNTER- 
PROPOSAL AS SET FORTH IN PARA 3 ABOVE. WE THINK THAT 
HMG. UPON REFLECTION, WILL WANT TO PROCEED IMMEDIATELY 
TO SERVICE-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS WITH THE HOPE OF SETTLING 
AT THAT LEVEL ALL TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, AND. MOST IMPOR 
TANTLY, FUNDILG ARRANGEMENTS. WE DOUBT THAT WE WILL BE 
ABLE TO DEVELOP MUCH MORE INFO ON THEIR THOUGHTS ON AD- 
MINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 
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